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MASS graduate student successfully defends thesis
November 12, 2014
Melanie Hart, second-year student in the Master of Arts in Social Sciences program with a concentration
in criminal justice and criminology successfully defended her thesis, “Mass School Shootings: Predicting
the Usage of Firearms in Acts of School Violence,” on November 12. Her committee, Drs. Laura Agnich
(chair), Christina Policastro, and Bryan Miller, found her research to be timely and her findings unique. In
particular, Melanie found that white perpetrators are more likely to use firearms in cases of school mass violence,
and perpetrators that target schools in rural areas are less likely to use firearms compared to those in urban
areas.
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Mediation team takes second place at international competition
November 12, 2014
(L-R): Suhaniya Aumbaghavan, Jonathan Quintyne, Dylan John, Christopher
Hamb, Alec Bunkley, Tashai Gilman, Dr.Laura Agnich, Giselle Devot, Jessica
Shanken
(L-R): Suhaniya Aumbaghavan, Jonathan Quintyne, Dylan John, Christopher Hamb, Alec
Bunkley, Tashai Gilman, Dr.Laura Agnich, Giselle Devot, Jessica Shanken
The Mock Mediation Club, which was started on campus last year has already won over 30 different
awards at regional, national, and international competitions. The International Intercollegiate Mediation
Tournament, held at Brenau University November  6-8, brought together 40 undergraduate teams with
120 competitors. Georgia Southern was represented by Dylan John, Jonathan Quintyne, Tashai Gilman, Jessica
Shanken, Giselle Devot, Alec Bunkley, Christopher Hamb, Suhaniya Aumbhagavan and club advisor Dr.Laura
Agnich.
The Club placed 2  overall for collaborative advocacy and has earned the team a special invitation to compete at
the International Law School Mediation Tournament in February 2015.
Georgia Southern University brought back the following awards:
2  Place Collaborative Advocacy Team – Jonathan Quintyne, Tashai Gilman, Dylan John
9  Place Mediation Team – Jessica Shanken, Giselle Devot, Alec Bunkley
Mediation Category Semi-Finalist award – Jonathan Quintyne, Tashai Gilman, Dylan John
Case Ellis Peace Maker Award – Georgia Southern (Suhaniya) & Kennesaw University
1  Place Individual Mediator “Stephanie Jennings Memorial Award” – Alec Bunkley
All American Mediator – Alec Bunkley
All American Mediator – Dylan John






All American Advocate – Dylan John
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